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Welcome to our newsletter
The Armoured Engineers News

The pictures are of Ferret Mk 2 Scout Car and Zhis year sees both the ®@nniversary of the

Half Track used by the Armoured Engineers for dormation of the RAF and also the ™0

number of years. Anniversary of the end of the First World War
and I'm sure it will be a very poignant moment for

From the Chairman us all when we hear the sound of Big Ben.

Gentlemen,

| hope you enjoy this issue of your newsletteraas
lot of work has gone into its production.

| would ask you all that if you have any construeti
gripes, letters, articles, photos or anything éhe
you would like included please let a member of th
committee know and we will do our best to get it in
Do not forget to book into the hotel at Bournemout
for September.

Hope to see you all there.

Reunion AGM Update.

This years AGM reunion will take place between
the 26" — 28" September at the Carrington House
Hotel, Bournemouth, with the AGM taking place
on the Saturday morning at 10am, please note that
Sve have to vacate the room by 11.30am as it is
needed for another function: the venue will be
rHisplayed in the hotel. Again the committee has
decided to open up this year's reunion to any
Armoured Engineer, as it is felt that anyone who
isn’t yet a member may be persuaded to join after
they have met up with some old colleagues and
sampled the benefits of being a branch member.

From the Branch Secretary ..You will find a booking form enclosed with this
Firstly, many of you are already aware that Ossie i . . .
newsletter, but if you require further booking

leaving us and | would like to say a huge thanls an . = :
; ) forms they are available on the web-site or just

| am sad that he will be leaving us as membersh|8hotOCOIOy this one

secretary. | have been friends with Ossie for @ger If there are any mémbers who wish to stand for

years and as our membership secretary he healﬁy of the Committee places at the AGM could
worked extremely hard for the branch on your,

behalf and it would be remiss of me not to say thafpey please not_lfy the Branch Secretary at least
. L . ) one month prior to the AGM stating the
his hard work and dedication will be truly missed.

. committee position they wish to stand for.
On behalf of the branch | would like to welcome.l_he position of Welfare Officer has still yet to be

%Iled, so if there is anyone out there who has

secretary and | know Dave will work equally assome free time on their hands and would embrace
hard for the benefit of the members and the branch; ) .
rewarding challenge helping those who are less

Last year was another excellent year for us, witl‘?a .

. . . ortunate then please contact me directly.
many members attending various functions on
behalf of the branch.

Dick Weaver




At the last committee meeting the subject of th@20
and 2010 reunions were discussed and it was decidetents
that this should be pUbllShed in this neWSlettegqu | have very foo“shly agreed to take over from
members enrcl)ugh t:jme to dlge“stbthe kcontent pridhéo  Ogsie and that will be a very hard act to follow, s
next AGM where a decision will be taken. . : o
Several ideas for reunions were discussed and these : r;?fgg%tnxgﬂrévgIig“{ggetgrgg ttg sﬁlﬂt:]ek;/nllmit in
York .
Tidworth and then left the Army 2 years later. So

Bridlington , L . :
Oakha?nptomttp://www.manorashbury.co.uk it has been a while since | have been in touch with

For those who have internet | have included atinthe ~ Most people. | would dearly love any old sweats
Oakhampton venue, and as you will see there isanot Who know me to get in touch and of course, all
shortage of pastimes/outings/time fillers for every. old photos, however embarrassing, will be
We will need to make a decision for future reuniass gratefully received!

hotels are now filling up many years ahead and very |ook forward to seeing everyone who can make
quickly and we are finding it harder to get theedatve it, at the next reunion in Bournemouth in

want at a price which suits our members. September

Thank you in advance for your continuing support
and | would like to take this opportunity to say a
big thank you to Ossie for all his hard work in the
past.

Dave

Diary 2008

03 May Army v Navy Rugby —

09 - 11 May Ripon Weekend*

04 - 05 June Beating Retreat, London

16 - 23 May Spring Reunion, Mundesley Holiday

Village, Norfolk St
31 May Trooping the Colour — “Major Generals As from I" June 2008 and for the next two years

Review” Branch membership fees have been suspended.
05 June Royal Hospital Chelsea Founders Day Parad®nY fees which are received by the branch will be
07 June Trooping the Colour — “Colonel’s Review” counted as donations, unless members specifically
14 June Queens Birthday Parade request they be returned.

27 - 29 June Aldershot/Minley Weekend *

05 July Chatham Veterans Day and Kent TA100 Visit to Osnabruck July 2008

19 - 21 September Corps Memorial Weekend We now have an invitation to go to Quebec
Chatham* barracks in Osnabruck and visit 21 Engineer
11 October REA AGM and Annual Dinner * Regiment prior to the closure of Quebec and

12 October Sapper Sunday at Royal Hospital Chelsedoberts Barracks.

06 November Field of Remembrance, Westminster | am still awaiting a reply from the CO of 21

09 November Remembrance Sunday Engineer Regiment, who is away on deployment,
so | cannot make any firm plans at the moment.

Membership secretary’s message

Ossie’s farewell message A letter from a member BRIAN MILLER
regarding Fort Nothe in last issue

Well my friends this is my last newsletter and Wwno
leave the committee for good. Hi Ossie

| have a few things that have happened in my lif§q,r article on the Nothe Fort at Weymouth was
and with my job and | just do not have the time Olery interesting and brought back many
resources to do the job with the commitment that | ,amories.

once had. _ _ ~In 1961, Sgt Mick Hoare, Sgt Ken Cushen, Sgt
| remember someone saying to me in 20098U 141t Matthews and myself (Cpl) and a few others
are about to take on a thankless Jobwell 1 5 26 AES moved to Bovington from Hohne to
actually enjoyed it, but at times it was hard. set up the original RE Wing. (Churchill tanks in
| must apologise for not getting the newsletter ouf,qqe days!)

earlier but | have not been too well. | got married whilst there and due to the shortage
So my friends | now leave you and wish you all thg;¢ \jarried Quarters in those days | was allocated
best. | will see you at the reunion and | handtroveOne of the very old Victorian MQs at the Nothe!

to Dave Hover, who will take over on the ™5 If you look at your picture of the Fort in the
March 2008. , Newsletter, you can see the MQs in the lower left
Thank you all for your support. Ossie corner! The MOD must have just been selling the
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Fort at the time but had retained the MQs for a fevburing this period there were three main designs
more years. which had been trialled successfully and today
The blocks of MQs were two storeys with typicalthese designs are the main stay of modern bridge-
Victorian metal balcony rails fronting the sharedlaying systems.

walkways. | seem to remember that other 'Nothe

MQ' occupants from the RE Wing included JohnThe first type was adrag-on bridge. This
Simpson and Alan Jordan. These MQs were vergonsisted of a hull with the bridge sitting upside

basic but they had some benefits. down on top of the tank. And with the use of a
Firstly, we were in a seaside resort and the viewlaunching frame with a hydraulic ram and winch
from the Nothe were stunning! launched a bridge up and over, this design in

Secondly, we were in Weymouth with betterprinciple is still in use. The second type was a
shopping facilities and night life. As most of usfolding bridge which was stowed folded on the
were in our early 20's, this was much appreciatedank that had its turret removed and when
To get across the harbour to town you had th&unched vertical it opened out to make a bridge.
choice of walking some distance to the town bridgd his design in principal is still used world-wide.

or as we all did, you used the rowing boat ferry

across the harbour which cost 3d in old money!

Thirdly, in the winter when it snowed, we all

phoned into the RE Wing at Bovington to let the

SSM (Pete Hitcham) know that we couldn't get into

work as our shared car could not get up the steep

hill leaving Weymouth! Amazing how many times

that one worked!

We were also allowed an army assault boat with a

Seagull engine which we moored up in the harbour.

We spent many happy days catching Mackerel in

Weymouth Bay. | can remember getting towed

back in one day when the sea got up and swamped

the Seagull engine!

Great memories! The Centurion uses this design well

Best regards
Brian

Shortest gap final partby M.E.Orsbourn
| am not going delve too deeply into the history buf
will just keep to the basic facts as this subjecta

vast. | will try to explain the different types of @&
equipment and how and why they came about arfs
try to establish their place in today’s modern &sni £

Bridge-layer or AVLB ( Armoured Vehicle ;
Launch Bridge) B Dancy e T
In 1923 Major H.H. Bateman R.E. had recognise( ~ = =" i s e
that he had to find a means to cross locks, but tr.c
current armour of that time was lighter then thiose
use during the First World War. His design was
bridge which could be winched out horizontall
with the vehicle stationary and acting as

yall'he third type was a bridge which was stowed on
op of the tank and was winched out horizontally

counterweight. Unfortunately this proved to be g£nd laid down. The advantage of this system is

cumbersome design and no further developmeltntt'Iat the vehiclf_e has a Iower_ profile - when
was carried out. launching the bridge. This type is now used by

Just after Mr Bailey had arrived at Christchurch irfhe Ge_rfTan afrmy and has bsen red(?signed in
1928 a decision had been taken not to proceed afyAnY different forms to suit each country’s needs.

further with tank type launched bridges.
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Type 91 Japanese army

It was not until the early sixties that the bridge
layers were taken away from the tank corps and
given over to the Royal Engineers.

After the war these designs had progressed into
forms like the Centurion Bridgelayer with a No 6
Bridge, Chieftain AVLB and finally Titan which

is in service with the British Army. The current
British bridgelayer is the fastest in the world in
performance.

Its nearest lookalike competitor is the USA M60
design which is based on the scissoring bridge
technique.

These three designs were and are the most common,
the other design is counter lever which is wheee th

bridge sits on a vehicle hull and as it is liftedtays

horizontal; the Churchill bridge layer is the only

version to ever do this.

The only bridge layer that saw action in WW2 wa

USA M60 AVLB

For many years the Armoured Engineers have
been at the forefront and have been instrumental
in the progression and evolution of tank-bridge-
laying systems; from the early Churchill bridge-
layer, to the Centurion, and then to the very
Successful and adaptable Chieftain AVLB system,

the Covenanter Bridge-layer which was used by thwhich was in service for over 30 years, to the new

Royal Tank Corps.

Titan system, which is based around the AVLB
bridging arrangement. All these tanks and bridges
have been developed to their maximum
capabilities which included a method that allowed
trestles to be placed at the toe sections of the
bridge, which in theory allowed the operators to
just keep adding bridge sections allowing them to
bridge any width of gap. Various adaptations of
equipment to the bridge-layer, such as the mine
plough, made the vehicle so important that it
could not be left out of any type of battle field
planning.

There is a third design known as the BIBER and
this is now in successful production with the
German Army and is based on the Leopard

Churchill bridge layer along side a Valentine and  Chassis.

Covenanter tank.



ARK ( Armoured Ramp Carriers )

The ark came about due to the failed raid on
Dieppe where vehicles could not surmount a sea
wall. This vehicle was designed to be used in a
way that it could be used as a disposable item.
Once in place it could then be left until replaced
by a more permanent bridge.
The idea was that a vehicle would drive up to a
sea wall and by lowering ramps at the front and
rear would allow tanks to climb the obstacle. This
The next generation of the design is a longer leridgwas a very useful design but in reality was not
with a greater class capability; this has not beensed during the European campaign of WW2 but
opted for use by the German army, but has beemas more successful in ltaly, where they were
adapted to fit other tanks: driven into rivers and with the ramps on the banks
acted as bridges. They were even used
successfully two on top of each other to cross the

river Senio.
Leopard 1 for the Norwegian, Belgian and Greek
Armies
Leopard 2 for the Finnish Army
M1A1/A2 “Wolverine” Heavy Assault Bridge
(HAB) deployed by the US Army Churchill Mk 2 Ark

M60/M47 for the Spanish Army

PT91/T72 for the Malaysian Army. This is called a

Leguan. _ _ Churchill ltalian Arks due to the tread design
T91 AVLB is the Japanese version and is based Pking used in ltaly during WW2

this design

Olifant AVLB is a version based on a South AfricanThey stayed in their war time configuration

upgraded Centurion. serving right up until 1953, by which time the

current modern battle tank (MBT) made them

The latest design being developed by the Germagseless, due to weight and width of the current
army is the three short bridges on top of othets angnk. A new design was based on the Churchill
launched in the same way as the Biber but you cafik7 this version called for two ARKS to link

launch one, two or three sections as requ'reﬂ)gether therefore making a wide crossing. The

depending on the gap, but it has hit a few problemgghicie was called a Churchill LINK ARK.
at the moment.



Picture puzzle.

Last Month’s Competition.

If you turn the newsletter upside down you will $ee
is the hook on the Centurion rear fuel tank thatttw
rope sits in.

Churchill LINK ARK.

In 1965 the first Centurion ARK’s was issued to the

Armoured Engineers, this would be the last ARK

design to be used by any armed forces in the world,

and this was due the fact that modern tank laigyis months Competition
bridges surpassed the gap length which an ARK
could cross. So what is it?

All views expressed in the above newsletter are the

authors and wholly the authors, except where addit

This newsletter is produced for the benefit of
Centurion ARK. Armoured Engineer Branch Members only.

The centurion ark was also used to act as a pier by

removal of the ramps and this was called a CAMP

(Centurion Armoured Mobile Pier).

In 1975 the Chieftain AVLB was introduced andAll Comments to:

deployed too all armoured squadrons making thSI h dd

Centurion ARK and bridge-layer obsolete. ease note my new home address
David Hover

There are many different versions throughout thélideaway House

world and there is now even a wheeled system dfielden Road

bridge-laying equipment. Crowborough
TN6 1TP
| hope you have found this series interesting. Email: dave @rockshouse.co.uk

M.E.Orsbourn.



ARMOURED ENGINEERS BRANCH
ROYAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION

ACCOMMODATION BOOKING FORM
FOR THE AGM/REUNION
CARRINGTON HOUSE HOTEL. Bournemouth.

26" 27" 28" September 2008

Please complete this booking form and send it witthe required payment directly to

L #$S

Surname: First names;

Home/Unit Address:

Post Code/BFPO Number; Email address

Tel Number;

Room Type Single Double Twin

Cost: 3 night package Friday, Saturday and Sunday £125 pp inc VAT I:I
2 night package Friday and Saturday £95ppincVA T I:I
*1 night package Saturday night only £65ppinc VAT I:I
Meal Only, Gala Dinner Package £22 pp inc VAT I:I

You will need to book extra night's accommodation a nd/or the meal
package directly through the hotel.

Please indicate which nights - early/late or both
PLEASE INDICATE WHICH PACKAGE YOU REQUIRE.

*Please note that the ‘Saturday Night' package only includes the Gala Dinner and breakfast
The final date for bookings is the 31 ' August 200 8

A non refundable deposit of £35 per person is required and is to be sent with this completed
booking form to the hotel's address at the time of booking.
| enclose deposit/full payment of £ per person.

Please make cheques payable to the Carrington House Hotel.

I have read and understood the booking terms and co nditions
Signature

Date:




Booking Conditions

Please note these booking conditions have been imposed on us by the hotel, and where
possible we will try to accommodate people’s wishes to the best of our ability.

A non refundable deposit of £35 per person is requi red at the time of booking.

The booking form is to be returned with deposit/ful | payment.

Bookings/payments are non transferable.

The final date for booking is 31 %' August 2008.

Please make cheques payable to Carrington House Hotel

The Branch will not be responsible for the payment of any charges that are made to
your room or bar accounts.

Friday

Guests arrive at leisure
1900 — 2100hrs Dinner at leisure in the Hotel Restaurant
Overnight accommodation sharing double/twin bedroom with en-suite facilities

Saturday

Guests arrive at leisure
Full English breakfast in Hotel Restaurant
11.00 AGM (Venue TBN)
1900hrs VIP drinks reception
1930hrs Four Course Gala Dinner in Ambassador Suite, with Disco
Overnight accommodation sharing double/twin bedroom with en-suite facilities

Sunday

Full English breakfast in Hotel Restaurant
Guests depart at leisure and settle accounts
Remainder of day at leisure
1900 — 2100hrs Dinner at leisure in the Hotel Restaurant
Overnight accommodation sharing double/twin bedroom with en-suite facilities

Monday

Full English breakfast in Hotel Restaurant
Guests depart at leisure and settle accounts

Also included
Free onsite parking and use of leisure facilities.

Gala Dinner Menu

Cream of Broccoli and Blue Cheese Soup

Roast Saddle of Lamb with Seasonal Vegetables
Citrus Mousseline Flan

Coffee and Mints

If you have special dietary requirements for your m eals please contact hotel reception ASAP.



